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ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
Whenever your service model changes, please fill out the streamlined online 
reopening form: www.flls.org/2020reopenpoll/. Visit www.flls.org/member-library-
service-status/ to view each libraryôs quarantine period & hours information.  

 
LINKS TO MAKE YOU THINK 
 

Resources on Book Challenges and Intellectual Freedom 
 
New & Improved Courses Available on DigitalLearn.org 

 
The Best Books of 2022 So Far 
 
A Call to Action on Climate Change for Libraries 
 

Does Reading Fiction Really Increase Empathy? The Science Says Yes... & No 

 

Librarianôs Guide to Homelessness FREE On Demand!  

To gain access to the webinar series on Niche Academy, please email jshonk@flls.org.  
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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 

We have had a busy few weeks and have been out visiting our libraries 
to check in on summer reading activities and construction 
projects.  Here are some highlights: 
  
Summer Reading ï Our libraries are busy with summer reading 
programming and we are happy to report that many of our libraries are 
seeing an increase in program attendance this year.  This is also finally 
leading to an increase in door count throughout our service area.  The CSLP theme this year 
is ñOceans of Possibilitiesò.  Many of our libraries are doing science, fish, and pirate themed 
programming this summer to match the CLSP theme. 
  
We are seeing so many great displays this summer that we are running a contest.  Member 
libraries are encouraged to email Member Services Librarian Heidi Eckerson photos of 
summer reading displays and decorations by August 1.  Heidi will then create a photo album 
so everyone can ñseaò whatôs going on around the Lakes.  Three lucky libraries will win gift 
cards so that library staff will be able to have a treat on us! See more info on page 6. 
  
2020 Census Figures ï The State is finally using 2020 Census figures for our State Aid 
charts and funding.  While we are thankful the new figures are finally being rolled out, it has 
caused financial implications.  Out of our five counties, four have had population 
decreases.  Tompkins County is the only county in our service area that gained population 
(+4,176).  Our other four other counties lost a combined 10,412 residents.  This equals out to 
a loss of 6,236 residents in our service area, which means we are losing funding of at least a 
few thousand dollars.  
  
Our regional library council, South Central Regional Library Council, has a larger service area 
(14 counties).  They lost 32,414 residents, which triggered a loss of $12,000 of their 
budget.  A large provider of databases, continuing education and digitization grants, the 
impact of this loss could be felt by our member libraries also.  
  
Material Challenges - In response to recent events occurring in NYS libraries ñAsk the 
Lawyerò has posted a new Recently Asked Questions (RAQ) topic on Pride Month 
Displays and legal issues affecting display removal and policy. View the response at https://
www.wnylrc.org/ask-the-lawyer/raqs/270. 
  
FLLS has partnered with the other 22 public library systems in New York State, the nine 
regional library councils, and attorney Stephanie ñColeò Adams to produce the 2022 Public 
Library Collection Management Policy Template and Guide to help public library directors 
and boards update their collection development policies and request for reconsideration 
processes.  A webinar to introduce this new guide, Ready, Set, Policy! Using the 2022 
ñCollection Managementò Guide, was held on Tuesday, July 19.  I co-hosted with Stephanie 
and we had 241 attendees participate in the webinar.  If you signed up for the webinar and 
couldnôt make it on Tuesday, you will receive the recording and slides soon. 
  
Cooling Centers ï Did you know that some of our libraries are listed as cooling centers 
through the NY State Department of Health?  All libraries in Tompkins County are listed on 
the State website, as well as libraries in Seneca and Tioga counties.  You can view the 
list here. 
  
I hope you have a cool and relaxing weekend! 
Sarah 
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Do you have something to share?  
Please email jshonk@flls.org! 

Just Clowning Around at Hazard Library 
 

ñI highly recommend óJust Clowning Aroundô for a program. They tied together 
science concepts with balloons and made this really cool geodesic dome with all 
the kids. It is now filling the library LOL. Everyone got to go home with some kind 
of twisted balloon and they even made small apples and hearts for people. The 
apple looked like an actual    !ò - Lisa Semenza, Director 
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