Adjectives to Use When Writing a Book Review
When Describing a Book’s Pacing

Is there more dialogue or description?

Is the book densely written?

Are there short sentences, short paragraphs, and short chapters?

Words to use:  breakneck, compelling, deliberate, densely written, easy, engrossing, fast-paced, leisurely-paced, measured, relaxed, stately, unhurried

When Describing Characterization

Are the characters developed over time?

Is the focus on a single character or on several?

What is the point of view from which the story is told?

Are there memorable characters?

Words to use:  detailed, distant, dramatic, eccentric, evocative, faithful, familiar, lifelike, quirky, realistic, part of a series, vivid, well-developed, well-drawn

When Describing the Storyline

What is the author’s intention with the book?

Does the story emphasize people or situations and events?

Is the story more interior and psychological or exterior and action-oriented?

Words to use:  action-oriented, character-centered, cinematic, complex, domestic, family-centered, gentle, inspirational, investigative, issue-oriented, layered, multiple plot lines, mystical, mythic, open-ended, plot twists, racy, steamy, thought-provoking, tragic

When Describing a Book’s Frame

Is the background detailed or minimal?

Does the frame affect the tone or atmosphere?

Words to use:  bittersweet, bleak, contemporary, dark, edgy, evocative, exotic, foreboding, gritty, hard-edged, heartwarming, humorous, lush, magical, melodramatic, menacing, mystical, nostalgic, political, psychological, romantic, rural, sensual, stark, suspenseful, timeless, urban

Words to Use When Describing an Author’s Style or Language

Austere, candid, classic, colorful, complex, concise, conversational, direct, dramatic, elaborate, elegant, extravagant, frank, graceful, homespun, metaphorical, natural, ornate, poetic, polished, prosaic, restrained, showy, simple, sophisticated, stark, thoughtful, unaffected, unembellished, unpretentious, unusual

Questions to Consider When Writing a Review

What does the author do best?

What makes the book popular?

Does it emphasize characters or story?

Do you fall into the book immediately or learn about the story at a more leisurely pace?

What other authors/titles does this book remind you of?

Who else might enjoy reading this book and why?

How does it fit with other books in a genre?
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