


The Great American Read

100 favorite books chosen by Americans in
national survey

Reviewed by advisory panel of literary and
publishing professionals

Representative of a diverse nation, varied
sociceconomic backgrounds, political
perspectives, and literary tastes
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Book list will be revealem public in the
Spring, before May 22premiere



Series Goals

A 8-part series featuring testimonials from
celebrities and everyday people

A National discussion abowthat we love to
read andwhy

A Exploreshow writers create theicharacters

: and stories andhow readers araffected
***Beagt -loved orfavorite, NOT

best written, most widelyread, or

most respected novel A Culminates in thdirst-ever national voteto
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Two-Hour Launch Eventvlay 22nd

A Uncoverdetails about the 100 books, their
authors,and the people who love to reatdlem

A Interviews with celebrities, public figures,
experts, and everydafkmericans

A Introducesstories and themes that will be
explored in thefall episodes

Voting Opens May 22o0n:

f

pbs.org/greatamericanread

#GreatReadPBS



One-Hour ReLaunch EpisodeSept. 11

A Reenergizesampaign after summer of
reading androting

A Revisitditles from Maa/launch to learn
how and why the 100 bookwatter

A Asks: Howdo books affect, connect and
reflect us as Americafis

A Short version of May kietff episode



Five OneHour Documentary Episodes

ABeginsTuesday, September &nd culminateJuesday, October 28

ADives deeper to explore why these books matter, why we are drawn to their
themes, and what they tell us about ourselves
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A PotentialEpisode Topic$ove, heroes, villains, other worlds, and what it means to
be anAmerican
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One-Hour Finale:October 23

AlLive episode including a countdown of
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A Reveals discoveries about entire summer - "
and fall of reading and conversation T

A Highlights and celebrates achievemeafs
individual readers, communitgadersand .
outreach programscrosshe country . L




Interviewees to Date

A Armistead MaupinTales of the Ci}y

A David Baldaccirpsolute Power

A DianaGabaldon(Outlande)

A George R.R. MartitA\(Game of Throngs
A Johnlrving The World According tGarp

A JunotDiaz The Brief and Wondrous Life of
OscawWao)

A Margaret Atwood{ | I YRYINARQA
A S.E. HintonThe Outsideds
A ScottTurow(Presume Innoceht

A Alan Cumming

A Allison Williams

A Bill T. Jones

A Chelsea Clinton

A Devon Kennard

A Diane Lane

A Gabrielle Union

A Gayle King

A George Lopez
¢ Lpugen Graham

A LelandMelvin

A Lesley Stahl

A NeilDeGrassdyson

A Wil Wheaton



Social Media

A DedicatedGreat American Reasbcialchannels, where PBS will shar@ws,
iInformation, promotional and socialssets

A Content available for crogsosting includingvideos, animated/motion
graphics, and social meds&ins

A Social assetscross a varietgf themesto help build awareness,
participation and tunan
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Digital

APBS has engagdelescopgAmerican Idol, Dancing
with the Stars, The Voict®) develop a platform
specifically for th&sreat American Read

Alncorporates SMS texting and social media voting
using #GreatReadPBS

AWebsite experience will serve as a legacy
component to the campaign after the series airs



Community Engagement

APartner with libraries, library systems, independent booksellers, and other
educational agencies to leverage shared mission

AHold free screening events w/book discussions
AWork together to engageommunityto encourage discussion and voting
ARecordtestimonials from attendeediscussing their favorite books
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