Selected Literature for Children about Death, Dying, and Bereavement
Elementary and Middle School Readers

About the deaths of pets and other animals:
Carrick, C. (19760. The Accident.

Graeber, c. (1982). Mustard.

White, E.B. (1952). Charlotte’s Web.

About the deaths of grandparents, parents, and other adults:
Barron, T.A. (2000). Where is Grandpa?

Bunting, E. (1982). The Happy Funeral.

Donnelly, E. (1981). So Long, Grandpa.

Douglas, E. (1990). Rachel and the Upside down Heart.
Marshall, B. (1998). Animal Crackers: A Tender Book about Death and Funerals and
Love.

McNamara, J. W. (1994). My Mom is Dying: A Child’s Diary.
Miles, M. (1971). Annie and Old One.

Mills, L. (1991). The Rag Coat.

Powell, E.S. (1990). Geranium Morning.

Simon, N. (1979). We Remember Philip.

Tiffault, B. W. (1992). A Quilt for Elizabeth.

Whitehead, R. (1971). The Mother Tree.

About the deaths of siblings, peers, and other children:

Alexander, S. (1983). Nadia the Wilful.

Coburn, J. B. (1964). Annie and the Sand Dobbies. A Story about death for Children
and Their Parents.

Coerr, E. (1977). Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes.

Greene, C.C. (1976). Beat the Turtle Drum.

Smith, D.B. (1973). A Taste of Blackberries.

About postdeath events:

Arnold, C. (1987). What We Do When Someone Dies.

Coleman, P. (1996). Where the Balloons Go.

Corley, E.A. (1973). Tell Me about Death, Tell Me about Funerals.
Goble, P. (1993). Beyond the Ridge.
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