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ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS 
 

Whenever your service model changes, please fill out the streamlined online reopening 
form: www.flls.org/2020reopenpoll/. Visit www.flls.org/member-library-service-status/ to 
view each libraryôs quarantine period & hours information.  
 
FLLS Staff Out-of-Office: Deb 8/30-9/13, Eric 8/30-9/10, Diana 8/30-9/2, and Jenny/Kristi/
Rex/Tom 9/3.  
 

LINKS TO MAKE YOU THINK 
 

Afro Latinx children's books are still too rare. These four authors are trying to 
change that 

 

Message to NYLA Membership from President Beth Merkle 
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Uptick in First Amendment Audits 
 

WATCH: Answering your questions on critical race theory (PBS) 
 

Communities for Immunity: Museums & Libraries as Trusted Community 
Partners 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 

We have many things to update you on with this newsletter. While 
summer reading is ending and school is starting, we also are seeing 
a noticeable increase in our infection rates and hospitalizations in 
our service area.  Here is some information and reminders: 
  
NY State ï A reminder was sent to directors this week after multiple 
questions due to rising COVID numbers in our area.  Currently, 
there is no statewide pandemic response or plan and there is no statewide mandate on 
mask-wearing.  Instead, the State is asking local governments (i.e. counties or county health 
departments) to determine if a local mask mandate is advisable based on local infection 
rates.  A reminder that libraries can determine their own mask policies or recommendations 
for patrons during use of your buildings.  This should be clearly stated in your policies, 
signage, and on your website or social media to make it easier for patrons to know what to 
expect when using your libraries.  
  
Open Meetings Law is in effect with no suspensions.  Iôve received a large amount of trustee 
questions on this.  Current guidance is to follow Open Meetings Law, which you can review 
at https://opengovernment.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2020/09/open-meeting-
law.pdf.  If a trustee feels uncomfortable meeting in person, please follow the guidance with 
publishing the address the trustee will be at (even if this is the personal home of the trustee) 
in your meeting agenda.  If a trustee cannot take part in the meeting either in person or 
electronically so that they are visible, that trustee cannot vote.  For example, if a trustee 
wants to phone into a board meeting, that trustee can listen to the conversation and board 
meeting, but cannot vote or be counted toward your boardôs quorum.  I know this is an 
uncomfortable time for both libraries and boards.  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to call me or email me with your questions or concerns.  
  
NYLA ï One August 5, the Executive Director of NYLA, Jeremy Johannesen, resigned from 
his position during a NYLA Council meeting.  During that meeting, the Executive Committee 
of NYLA Council also resigned except for the incoming President.  This is a time of 
restructuring and growth for the organization.  
  
On Wednesday, August 25, I was selected to serve on a newly established NYLA 
Governance Task Force.  This task force will have three tasks: 1. Review the existing 
governance structure (by-laws, policies) and other documentation that it deems relevant and 
recommend amendments, updates, and other changes for review and approval of NYLA 
Council and/or NYLA membership as appropriate. 2. Review and recommend changes to 
Council of its roles and responsibilities for review and approval of NYLA Council. 3. 
Recommend changes to the Executive Directorôs job description for review and approval of 
NYLA Council.  We have short time frame to work with but Iôm confident that we will be able 
to help NYLA with our recommendations.  
  
Plan of Service ï A very big thank you to our libraries for participating in focus groups to 
help guide our upcoming plan of service, or five year plan.  Your input and suggestions has 
helped us understand what is important to our members and give us some great ideas for 
new avenues to work with you.  Thank you! 
  
I hope everyone has a relaxing and enjoyable weekend.  Please remember that if anything 
changes with state guidance or recommendations, we will be letting you know immediately. 
 

Sarah 
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Have something to share? Email jshonk@flls.org! 

ñFair Haven Public Library held Speak Like a Pirate/Pirate Day with Captain Rick pirate stories 

program on Saturday 8/21/21 with 78 children and 58 adults in attendance, the program was 

held at the bandstand directly in front of the library entrance.ò - Director Allen Tompkins  

Seneca County Libraries worked with RTS 
(Regional Transport Services) to put ads in bus 

stops for a nominal fee! 
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