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Reminders 
 

Real People. Real Dollars. 
Real People. Real Dollars is an effort to drive more library 
advocates to the NYLA Online Advocacy Center and increase 
awareness of Library Advocacy Day. This effort was originally 
started by the Mid-Hudson Library System in 2016 and is now 
going statewide! NYLA is calling on libraries from across the state 
to participate in the 2018 Real People. Real Dollars. campaign. 
Investing in libraries has a big return on investment for the 
communities they serve, help us tell that story in pictures as we 
prepare for Library Advocacy Day on February 28! 
 

Annual Reports Portal Open 
The portal for the Annual Reports is now open. Please note that your completed 
reports are due to Kristi by February 9th. Please let Kristi know if you have any 
questions at   kdownham@flls.org or 607-273-4074 ext. 228.  
 

 

https://www.instagram.com/fingerlakeslibrarysystem/
https://www.pinterest.com/flls/
https://twitter.com/FingerLakesLibs
https://www.facebook.com/fingerlakeslibrarysystem
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/4091629/
https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=58&MenuKey=advocacy
https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=2214&MenuKey=eBulletin
https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=62&MenuKey=advocacy
mailto:kdownham@flls.org


From The Director 
 

This week, Governor Cuomo released his proposed FY 2018-2019 
budget.  New York State currently has a $4.4 billion deficit, and highlights from 
his proposal reflected this.  State operating funds spending is projected at 
$100.0 billion, an increase of 1.9 %.  This falls in line with his limiting spending 
growth to two percent.  The main focus of his budget proposal in in his words is 
ñprotecting taxpayers from Washingtonôs devastating federal attack.ò  The only 
sizeable increase in his budget is a proposal for a $769 million increase in 
school aid ï a 3% increase. 
 
Where does this leave library funding?  Cuomo is proposing a decrease.  His 
proposal for State Library Aid is $91.6 million.  State Library Aid in the FY 2017-
18 was $95.9 million.  This is a $4.3 million cut.  As expected, the Governor 
rolled back our legislative adds from last year, which he did pretty much across 
the board, other than school aid.  This is especially frustrating since we believe 

libraries are education.  For our library system budget, which is primarily funded through New York State 
money, this amounts to a loss of around $75,000 from what we know this week.   
 
Cuomoôs proposed Library Construction Aid is $14 million, wiping clean the historic gains we made in the 
field.  With aging buildings, libraries being used as community spaces more than ever, additions needed 
for new technology, and libraries looking to lower their bills by becoming more energy efficient, this loss 
has the potential to be catastrophic.  We have libraries finishing multi-year expansions, and libraries 
embarking on expansions that could be impacted if cuts were to occur. 
 
We knew this was going to be an extremely difficult year from a budget standpoint, and that promise is 
now fulfilled.  I cannot stress enough how important it is that we are fully engaged in advocacy efforts from 
this moment on. 
 
What can you do?  Sign up for Advocacy Day.  This year it is held on Wednesday, February 28th.  We will 
be running a bus with pickups in Ithaca, Dryden, and Cortland.  We will also be running a van leaving from 
various pickup spots in Cayuga county.   
 
Speak to your elected State officials. Take part in advocacy alerts FLLS and NYLA sends out.  With pre-
populated forms that saves your contact information, this is easy to do and literally takes just a minute or 
two.  Make phone calls to your elected State officials.  We will be sending out sample language to use to 
make that phone call easier to do.  Schedule in person visits or invited officials to your library so they see 
how busy and vital our libraries are.   
 
Take part in the ñReal People. Real Dollarsò campaign.  Kristi sent out the NYLA email this week 
explaining how to get involved.  
 
Share our advocacy social media posts or create your 
own.  Amanda would be more than happy to help you with this.   
 
Make sure your patrons take part in our postcard 
campaign.  Remember to collect the postcards and send them 
back to Kristi so we can take them to Albany on Advocacy Day. 
 
We will be sending out more information as we get it from both 
NYLA and the State Library. 
 
Sarah 

http://www.flls.org/advocacy/
https://www.nyla.org/max/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=2415&MenuKey=advocacy


Member Library News 

 

IŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΚ DŜǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ 

!ƳŀƴŘŀ ōȅ фŀƳ CǊƛŘŀȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ 

ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ .ǳƭƭŜǝƴΗ 

9ȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜ Ŧǳƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
{ŜȅƳƻǳǊ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 

{ǘŀƎŜ /ƻƳōŀǘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ 
ƛƴǾŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ  

9ŘƛǘƘ .Φ CƻǊŘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 
[ƛōǊŀǊȅ 

https://www.facebook.com/SeymourLibrary/
https://www.facebook.com/OvidLibrary/
https://www.facebook.com/OvidLibrary/




Youth Corner  

YA Book of the Week:  
 

12 Days in May: Freedom Ride 1961 by Larry Brimner 
 
On May 4, 1961, a group of thirteen black and white civil rights activists launched 
the Freedom Ride, aiming to challenge the practice of segregation on buses and at 
bus terminal facilities in the South. The Ride would last twelve days. Despite the 
fact that segregation on buses crossing state lines was ruled unconstitutional by 
the Supreme Court in 1946, and segregation in interstate transportation facilities 
was ruled unconstitutional in 1960, these rulings were routinely ignored in the 
South. The thirteen Freedom Riders intended to test the laws and draw attention to 
the lack of enforcement with their peaceful protest. As the Riders traveled deeper 

into the South, they encountered increasing violence and opposition. Noted civil rights author Larry 
Dane Brimner relies on archival documents and rarely seen images to tell the riveting story of the little-
known first days of the Freedom Ride. With authorôs note, source notes, bibliography, and index.  

 
SLJ Star Review December 2017 

.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ ¢ƻǇ 

We have a board for that! Check out our 

Pinterest Page with more ideas! Let Amanda 

know if you want to contribute to any of our 

boards or have an idea for a new board! 

Storytime Rhyme of the Week 

 

My Bubble Flew Over the Ocean 
Tune: My Bonnie Lies Over the 
Ocean 
 
My bubble lies over the ocean.  
My bubble flew over the sea.  
My bubble flew over the rainbow.  
Oh come back my bubble to me.  
Come back, come back,  
Oh come back, my bubble to me. 

Collection Highlight 

LEGO Mindstorms EV3 Program Box 

Makes for an awesome STEM Program 

and/or intergenerational program. Try it 

today:  A20518102380 

Youth Links 

¶ On Demand Summer Reading Webinars 
 
¶ Take Your 
Child to the 
Library Day: 
February 3, 
2018 

 
¶ Book Boats 
 
¶ Dressing as Batman Help Kids 
 
¶ YALSAôs Teen Services Competencies 
Revised 

Also in Spanish 

https://www.pinterest.com/flls/
https://www.pinterest.com/flls/
mailto:aschiavulli@flls.org
http://shopcslp.com/pages/webinars
https://www.facebook.com/events/170904943526740/
https://www.facebook.com/events/170904943526740/
https://www.facebook.com/events/170904943526740/
https://www.facebook.com/events/170904943526740/
https://www.facebook.com/events/170904943526740/
http://mrsbarnesbunch.blogspot.com/2017/01/lets-talk-about-book-boats.html
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/12/new-research-finds-that-kids-aged-4-6-perform-better-during-boring-tasks-when-dressed-as-batman/
http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2018/01/04/teen-services-competencies-for-library-staff-the-future-of-the-past/
http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2018/01/04/teen-services-competencies-for-library-staff-the-future-of-the-past/
http://daybydaynysp.org/
http://daybydayny.org/











