
are available  

through the  

Finger Lakes Library 

System 

Each kit includes:  

 copies of the book 

a book club leader guide 

discussion questions 

book summaries 

information about the author    

...and many more!!! 

Please see attached pages for information on titles that are available  

...everything you need to start a club today!  
(except some tea & homemade cookies)J 

Bel Canto  

Kite Runner 

The Road  

Three Cups of 

Tea  

The Namesake 

Middlesex 

All books donated or funded by the Friends of the Tompkins County Public Library. 



 

Bel Canto 

Girl with a  
Pearl Earring 

Book Summary  
Somewhere in South America, at the home of the countryôs vice president, a lavish birthday party is 
being held in honor of the powerful businessman Mr. Hosokawa.  Roxanne Coss, operaôs most revered 
soprano, has mesmerized the international guests with her singing.  It is a perfect evening-until a band 
of gun-wielding terrorists take a the entire party hostage.  But what begins as a panicked, life-
threatening scenario slowly evolves into something quite different, a moment of great beauty, as 
terrorists and hostages forge unexpected bonds and people from different continents become 
compatriots.  Friendship, compassion, and the chance for great love lead the characters to forget the 
real danger that has been set in motion...and cannot be stopped.  - from book cover 

Book Summary  
In seventeenth-century Delft, there is a strict social order-rich and poor, Catholic and Protestant, master 
and servant-and all know their place.  Griet becomes a maid in the household of the painter Johannes 
Vermeer, and she thinks she knows her role: housework, laundry, and the care of his six children. 
 She evens feels able to handle his shrewd mother-in-law, his restless sensual wife, and their 
jealous servant.  What no one expects is that Grietôs quiet manner, quick perceptions, and fascination 
with her materôs paintings will draw her inexorable into his world.  Their growing intimacy sparks 
whispers; and when Vermeer paints her wearing his wifeôs pearl earrings, the gossip escalates into a 
full-blown scandal that irrevocable changes her life.   
 Girl with a Pearl Earring is a beguiling story about artistic vision and sensual depth that 
eloquently recreates the feeling of the famous painting that inspired it.  -from book cover 

How to request these Book Group Kits:  
 

Ask the library staff person at the circulation desk to request the kit for you...  
      or  
 
1. Go to www.flls.org and click on ôSearch the catalogõ. 
2. Choose your home library and click on ôStart PowerPACõ. 
3. At the next screen choose ôSearchõ from the top tabs. 
4. Under Keyword search for: Book Group Kit.  
5. This will bring up those kits that are available; just request the kit as you 

would any item.  
 

QUESTIONS? PLEASE ASK A LIBRARY STAFF MEMBER FOR HELP!  



The Kite  

Runner  

 

Life of Pi 

Book Summary  
 An epic tale of fathers and sons, of friendship and betrayal, that takes us from Afghanistan in the 
final days of the monarchy to the atrocities of the present. 
 The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the 
son of his father's servant, The Kite Runner is a beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the 
process of being destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility of 
redemption, and it is also about the power of fathers over sons-their love, their sacrifices, their lies.   
         -from ReadingGroupGuides.com 

Book Summary  
 Pi Patel is an unusual boy. The son of a zookeeper, he has an encyclopedic knowledge of 
animal behavior, a fervent love of stories, and practices not only his native Hinduism, but also 
Christianity and Islam. When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates from India to North America aboard a 
Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo animals bound for new homes. 
 The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a hyena, an orangutan, 
a wounded zebra, and Richard Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger. Soon the tiger has dispatched all but 
Pi, whose fear, knowledge, and cunning allow him to coexist with Richard Parker for 227 days lost at 
sea. When they finally reach the coast of Mexico, Richard Parker flees to the jungle, never to be seen 
again. The Japanese authorities who interrogate Pi refuse to believe his story and press him to tell them 
"the truth." After hours of coercion, Pi tells a second story, a story much less fantastical, much more 
conventional-but is it more true? 
 Life of Pi is at once a realistic, rousing adventure and a meta-tale of survival that explores the 
redemptive power of storytelling and the transformative nature of fiction. It's a story, as one character 
puts it, to make you believe in God.  --Summary from ReadingGroupGuides.com.  

How to request these Book Group Kits:  
 

Ask the library staff person at the circulation desk to request the kit for you...  
      or  
 
1. Go to www.flls.org and click on ôSearch the catalogõ. 
2. Choose your home library and click on ôStart PowerPACõ. 
3. At the next screen choose ôSearchõ from the top tabs. 
4. Under Keyword search for: Book Group Kit.  
5. This will bring up those kits that are available; just request the kit as you 

would any item.  
 

QUESTIONS? PLEASE ASK A LIBRARY STAFF MEMBER FOR HELP!  



 

Middlesex  

 

 the namesake  

Book Summary  
 Middlesex tells the breathtaking story of Calliope Stephanides, and three generations of the 
Greek-American Stephanides family, who travel from a tiny village overlooking Mount Olympus in Asia 
Minor to Prohibition-era Detriot, witnessing its glory days as the Motor City, and the race riots of 1967, 
before they move out to the tree-lines streets of suburban Grosse Pointe, Michigan.  To understand why 
Calliope is not like other girls, she has to uncover a guilty family secret, and the astonishing genetic 
history that turns Callie into Cal, one of the most audacious and wondrous narrators in contemporary 
fiction.  Lyrical and thrilling,  
 Middlesex is an exhilarating reinvention of the American epic.  -from book cover 

Book Summary  
 From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Interpreter of Maladies, Jhumpa Lahiri's critically 
acclaimed first novel is a finely wrought, deeply moving family drama that illuminates her signature 
themes: the immigrant experience, the clash of cultures, the tangled ties between generations. 
 The Namesake takes the Ganguli family from their tradition-bound life in Calcutta through their 
fraught transformation into Americans. On the heels of an arranged marriage, Ashoke and Ashima 
Ganguli settle in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where Ashoke does his best to adapt while his wife pines 
for home. When their son, Gogol, is born, the task of naming him betrays their hope of respecting old 
ways in a new world. And we watch as Gogol stumbles along the first-generation path, strewn with 
conflicting loyalties, comic detours, and wrenching love affairs.        
  --from ReadingGroupGuides.com 

How to request these Book Group Kits:  
 

Ask the library staff person at the circulation desk to request the kit for you...  
      or  
 
1. Go to www.flls.org and click on ôSearch the catalogõ. 
2. Choose your home library and click on ôStart PowerPACõ. 
3. At the next screen choose ôSearchõ from the top tabs. 
4. Under Keyword search for: Book Group Kit.  
5. This will bring up those kits that are available; just request the kit as you 

would any item.  
 

QUESTIONS? PLEASE ASK A LIBRARY STAFF MEMBER FOR HELP!  



Prodigal Summer 

The  

Samuraiôs  

Garden  

Book Summary   
 Prodigal Summer weaves together three stories of human love within a larger tapestry of lives 
inhabiting the forested mountains and struggling small farms of southern Appalachia. From her outpost 
in an isolated mountain cabin, Deanna Wolfe, a reclusive wildlife biologist, watches a den of coyotes 
that have recently migrated into the region. She is caught off-guard by a young hunter who invades her 
most private spaces and confounds her self-assured, solitary life. On a farm several miles down the 
mountain, Lusa Maluf Landowski, a bookish city girl turned farmer's wife, finds herself unexpectedly 
marooned in a strange place where she must declare or lose her attachment to the land that has 
become her own. And a few more miles down the road, a pair of elderly, feuding neighbors tend their 
respective farms and wrangle about God, pesticides, and the possibilities of a future neither of them 
expected.  
 Over the course of one humid summer, as the urge to procreate overtakes the countryside, 
these characters find their connections to one another and to the flora and fauna with whom they share 
a place. With the complexity that characterizes Barbara Kingsolver's finest work, Prodigal Summer 
embraces pure thematic originality and demonstrates a balance of narrative, drama, and ideas that 
render it an inspiring work of fiction.      --from ReadingGroupGuides.com   

Book Summary  
 On the eve of the Second World War, a young Chinese man is sent to his family's summer 
home in Japan to recover from tuberculosis. He will rest, swim in the salubrious sea, and paint in the 
brilliant shoreside light. It will be quiet and solitary. But he meets four local residents - a lovely young 
Japanese girl and three older people. What then ensues is a tale that readers will find at once classical 
yet utterly unique. Young Stephen has his own adventure, but it is the unfolding story of Matsu, Sachi, 
and Kenzo that seizes your attention and will stay with you forever. Tsukiyama, with lines as clean, 
simple, telling, and dazzling as the best of Oriental art, has created an exquisite little masterpiece.     
         --from ReadingGroupGuides.com 

How to request these Book Group Kits:  
 

Ask the library staff person at the circulation desk to request the kit for you...  
      or  
 
1. Go to www.flls.org and click on ôSearch the catalogõ. 
2. Choose your home library and click on ôStart PowerPACõ. 
3. At the next screen choose ôSearchõ from the top tabs. 
4. Under Keyword search for: Book Group Kit.  
5. This will bring up those kits that are available; just request the kit as you 

would any item.  
 

QUESTIONS? PLEASE ASK A LIBRARY STAFF MEMBER FOR HELP!  



THE  
SECRET LIFE  

OF BEES  

The  

Shipping News  

Book Summary  
 Set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of Bees tells the story of Lily Owens, whose life 
has been shaped around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed.  When Lilyôs fierce
-hearted black ñstand-in-motherò, Rosaleen, insults three of the deepest racists in town, Lily decides to 
spring them both free.  They escape to Tiburon, South Carolinaða town that holds the secret to her 
motherôs past.  Taken in by an eccentric trio of black beekeeping sisters, Lily is introduced to their 
mesmerizing world of bees and honey, and the Black Madonna.  This is a remarkable novel about 
divine female power, a story that women will share and pass on to their daughters for years to come. 
         ðfrom the book cover 

Book Summary  
 From the get-go, Quoyle is a loser. Not only is he physically unattractive with a "great damp loaf 
of a body," but he is also not too bright. His father despises him, and his brother constantly taunts him. 
He drifts from job to job, never able to keep one for more than a few months. He gets married, only to 
have his wife sell their two daughters to a child pornographer and leave him. 
 THE SHIPPING NEWS describes Quoyle's psychological and spiritual rebirth. Left with two 
children to raise after he rescues them, and no job, he returns to Newfoundland, the land of his 
ancestors. A sometime newspaper reporter, he gets a job reporting on shipping news with a local 
publication, and becomes a minor celebrity. Gradually he is transformed into a loving father and a 
valued neighbor.        --from ReadingGroupGuides.com 

How to request these Book Group Kits:  
 

Ask the library staff person at the circulation desk to request the kit for you...  
      or  
 
1. Go to www.flls.org and click on ôSearch the catalogõ. 
2. Choose your home library and click on ôStart PowerPACõ. 
3. At the next screen choose ôSearchõ from the top tabs. 
4. Under Keyword search for: Book Group Kit.  
5. This will bring up those kits that are available; just request the kit as you 

would any item.  
 

QUESTIONS? PLEASE ASK A LIBRARY STAFF MEMBER FOR HELP!  



How to request these Book Group Kits:  
 

Ask the library staff person at the circulation desk to request the kit for you...  
      or  
 
1. Go to www.flls.org and click on ôSearch the catalogõ. 
2. Choose your home library and click on ôStart PowerPACõ. 
3. At the next screen choose ôSearchõ from the top tabs. 
4. Under Keyword search for: Book Group Kit.  
5. This will bring up those kits that are available; just request the kit as you 

would any item.  
 

QUESTIONS? PLEASE ASK A LIBRARY STAFF MEMBER FOR HELP!  

Book Summary  
The God of Small Things centers around fraternal twins Estha and Rahel. The book begins with a 
rough outline of the twins' lives. At the time the plot begins, around the year 2000, the twins are thirty-
one years old and have been reunited in their home town of Ayemenem for the first time since 
childhood. We learn that after the death of their English cousin, Sophie Mol, when they were seven 
years old, Estha was sent away to live with his father, and when the book begins, Rahel has not seen 
him since. Soon afterwards, the twins' mother died. After her mother's death, Rahel was brought up by 
her grandmother, her great-aunt, and her uncle. When the book begins, Rahel has just returned from 
the U.S. to see Estha, who has spoken to nobody for years. Estha does not acknowledge her.  
  --Summary from Novelist.  For more information go to www.flls.org and click on  
  Electronic Databases. 

Book Summary  
 Ten-year-old Kyla Davis takes a trip with her fifth-grade class to the aquarium. When her friends 
wonôt walk with her because she refuses to share her lip gloss, she wanders off alone and is ap-
proached by a man who tells her she needs to catch up with her group in the movie theater. She ac-
cepts a capðthe only one left since the other kids have already gotten theirsðtucks her hair up under it 
(at the manôs prompting because itôs too big), follows the man out of the building, and her life as she 
knew it is forever altered. She is renamed Alice by her abductor, and the next five years are a living 
nightmare. Her abductor sexually abuses her, beats her relentlessly, and brainwashes her into believing 
that her parentsô safety depends upon her obedience. He starves her to keep her small, makes her 
wear little girls' clothing as an adolescent, and goes into a rage when she menstruates. At the age of 
fifteen Alice knows there was another Alice before her, one the police found dead. Now Ray wants Alice 
to help him find another young girl. A shell of a girl after five years of indescribable abuse, Alice is will-
ing. She identifies a young girl, renamed Annabel by Ray, and Ray concocts a plan to abduct her from a 
playground. The plan is foiled by Jake, Annabelôs brother, who recognizes something is amiss in Aliceôs 
world.   
--Summary by Pam B. Cole, Professor of English Education & Literacy, Kennesaw State University, 
Kennesaw, GA. 

http://www.flls.org/

