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	Director’s Corner
by Kay Zaharis

Changes are coming! Over the past 2 years we have been preparing the library collection for automation. Now it is time to prepare the furniture. Over the next several months, you will see changes on the main floor of the library. Our first change was moving the circulation desk, the desk formerly used while checking out books.  This desk will not be needed after we are automated since the computer monitors and bar code scanners will be located on the circular wood desk. We realize this temporary set-up may be awkward, but it is necessary while technicians plan for the equipment and wiring. We apologize for any inconveniences and thank you for your cooperation.

Changes in the near future:

1. Reducing the number of microfilm cabinets.

2. Moving the study tables and chairs.
3. Relocating the microfilm machines and cabinets.

4. Relocating the computers on new furniture.

5. Adding new computers on the main floor.

The only change in the children’s room will be the addition of a PAC (Public Access Computer) for the electronic catalog. 

The changes we are making are to serve you in a more efficient manner.

	Children’s Room Notes
Special Guests!! We have baby goats coming on Wednesday, April 5th during story time at 10:30AM in the Children’s Room. 
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Art Gallery Exhibits
March – Marilyn Ponty

April – Cortland Art League

May -  Cortland High School

              Students

June – Marge Weston

July – Phyllis I. Britcher

August – Marian Simpson

September – David Beale

October – Ed Woodworth

November – Marilyn Palmer

December – Cortland Art League
Annual Used Book Sale
The annual used book sale will be  at the Salvation Army gymnasium at 138 S. Main Street on  
     Thursday, April 27         4-7 

     Friday, April 28            12-7 

     Saturday, April 29        10-2       


	New to the library 

Polaris is the name of the new integrated library system for the 32 libraries in the Finger Lakes Library System (FLLS).  The ILS is the computer system that controls almost everything we do at the library such as registering patron information, maintaining the inventory of materials, linking these materials to the patron file, searching the inventory, controlling the ability to access the databases from home, and allowing patrons to renew items. For the last 15 years FLLS had been using the Dynix system. Now when you log onto the online catalog, you will see the name Polaris.
Unfortunately, the Cortland Free Library is not yet totally automated, and not using Polaris to its fullest. We are not checking books in and out with a bar code scanner, nor can our patrons check their personal records, nor can they reserve or renew items electronically. You can, however, look to see what is owned by the library.  Thanks to the dedication of many volunteers and some staff members, approximately 80% of our collection can now be seen electronically, although no action can be taken as yet.  All of the new items purchased within the past 2 years are in Polaris and we are continuously adding the older items.  We will be fully automated by the summer.  At that time, each patron will receive a new library card with a bar code on it, and all of our transactions will be performed electronically. 






	New to the library!!
Encyclopedia of New York State from Syracuse University Press.  This is a 1,500 page volume, featuring 3,500 entries. Included are articles on every county and hundreds of cities and towns, significant people and events, art and architecture, as well as on diverse populations, labor history, and New York's role in religious and social movements. The volume is the most comprehensive, scholarly encyclopedia of the Empire state ever published. Complimentary copies of "The Encyclopedia of New York State" were presented to each of the state's 780 public libraries. It will also be one of the first state encyclopedias designed with an online edition in mind. The electronic version will be updated regularly and linked to hundreds of relevant sites.  The project, funded by grants from New York State and various private sources, is housed at the New York State Archives and State Library in Albany.
*****

The Central New York Business Journal, published weekly by CNY Business Review, Inc. This small newspaper is housed on the main floor in the reading room. Older issues are kept in the downstairs periodical room. 
*****

The library has a new Xerox copier. Single copies are 15¢ each.
	New!! (cont.)

Regulation, published 4 times a year.  Regulation is the only magazine that brings together the latest academic research on the nature and effects of regulation.  It offers cutting-edge analysis of nearly every sector of the economy – from agriculture and banking to legal reform and transportation.  

The magazine guarantees the objective, in-depth analysis needed to stay on top of regulatory and economic policymaking in Washington, DC.  (Library Journal, May 15 , 2005)
Did You Know?

The New York State Newspaper Project inventoried and cataloged newspaper collections from all over New York State.  Since 1987, the New York State Newspaper Project has identified over 22,000 newspapers, of which 10,300 were published in New York, and 87 titles from Cortland County have been cataloged. Since 1991, over 3.8 million pages, nearly 6,000 reels of microfilm have been produced. The microfilmed newspapers are available from the New York State Library and other selected depositories around the state.  The New York State Newspaper Project, a component of the United States Newspaper Program, plans to complete its inventory by June 2006.  The Project hopes to join the National Digital Newspaper Program and work to create the nation’s first freely accessible keyword-searchable newspaper database.

Under the auspices of the New York State Library, you can learn more at www.nysed.gov/nysnp.

	Look Who’s At the Library

Board of Trustees
Diane Ames, President
Leland Taylor, Vice President

Linda Eberly, Secretary

Kathleen Hennessy, Treasurer
Dr. Gerard R. Boll
Carolyn T. Burgess
Jan Dempsey

Samuel L. Forcucci

William Kline
Chad Loomis
Dr. Mark L. Martin
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Staff Members

Kay Zaharis, Director/Librarian
Sandi Baden

Alice Conway

Christina Diguisto, Librarian

Aimee Dorward

Mary Lou Fritz

Jessica Hines, Children’s Room supervisor
Josh Klos
Kelli Phillips

Dianne Robinson

Cecile Scott

Angela Sorensen, Librarian
Libby Spaulding

Crystal Tullio
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Library Hours

Monday –Thursday

9:30 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Friday 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Children’s Room closes at
5:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Wednesdays

















